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oseph Vargetto began his culinary journey as a chef apprentice in Melbourne 

but it was in Italy, with legendary Gualtiero Marchesi at his three-Michelin-

starred Laberata restaurant where he learned his craft. He returned to Melbourne to head 

The Venetian’s Kitchens for two years before moving to Number 8 restaurant and wine 

bar in December 2002 where he was soon promoted to executive sous chef of Crown 

restaurants, responsible for the kitchen team of 15 outlets. Chef Vargetto has won many 

awards including Australia’s Best Risotto Cook 2000 and in 2001, he was the Australian 

candidate for the prestigious Bocuse d’Or competition in Lyon, France. 
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